Clinical use of digitalis materials.
Digitalis is a drug widely used in modern medicine for the control of ventricular response in atrial fibrillation and the treatment of congestive heart failure (CHF). Recently, the use of digitalis for the treatment of CHF in patients in sinus rhythm has become quite controversial. The findings of several clinical studies suggest a small but definite hemodynamic or clinical improvement in patients treated with digitalis. These effects are limited by the onset of toxicity, which is at least partially mediated via the central nervous system. If the inotropic effect of the drug could be separated from the central nervous system effect, much higher doses of digitalis could be tolerated and presumably a greater therapeutic effect could be obtained.